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that in several national institutions things have not been as they
should have been and that the professors or teachers have not
conformed to the elementary requirements of the Congress pro-
gramme in so far as it is applicable to national institutions.
Teachers who themselves do not believe in non-violence or truth
or non-co-operation, cannot impart to their students the spirit
of any of these things. If they send their children to Govern-
ment schools, they may not expect to enthuse their pupils over
national institutions. Nor may they expect to infect their pupils
with love of the charkha or khaddar, if they will not spin them-
selves or wear khaddar. It is hardly necessary to remark that
all national institutions do not deserve the description that the
writer gives of the one to which he has belonged. But, the point
I desire to emphasize in connection with this letter is that there
should be no sorrow felt over one's sacrifice. That sacrifice
which causes pain loses its sacred character and will break down
under stress. One gives up things that one considers to be in-
jurious and therefore there should be pleasure attendant upon
the giving up. Whether the substitute is effective or not is a
different question altogether. If the substitute is effective, it is
no doubt well; but it is well also even if the substitute is in-
effective. It must lead to an effort to procure a better substi-
tute, but surely not to a return to what has been given up after
full knowledge and experience of its harmful character. This
hankering after going to Berlin or to some other European Uni-
versity is not a sign of the spirit of non-co-operation. It is on
a par with substituting Japanese cloth for the English manu-
facture. We give up English cloth not because it is English but
because it robs the poor of their hereditary employment and
therefore makes them poorer Still. The Japanese substitute robs
the poor no less than the English cloth. Similarly, we give up
Government institutions because of their harmful character. We
may not therefore reproduce the same thing under a different
name and hug to ourselves the belief that we are non-co-opera-
tors. Non-co-operation means co-operation with all that is best
in the Indian spirit. We cannot cultivate that taste by being
in Berlin. It is in India that all our experiments must be made.
Till at least we arrive at a complete and effective substitute, the
first step, it is quite plain, must be the giving up of Government
institutions. Those students therefore who took that step did